Sunday sermon
25th January 2015

Introduction:

· (article from the news this week......)
· / / /

· When we want to enter a country, we agree to abide by the rules and regulations of that country.

· / / /

· / / /

· In our reading today, Jesus began his ministry saying: 
· 15 ...”the Kingdom of God is near! Turn away from your sins and believe the Good News!”
· / / /

· The Kingdom of God is near

· And in order to be part of God’s Kingdom, we must turn away from our sins and believe the Good News.

· / / /

· What is the Kingdom of God?

· / / /

· In 1st Century Judaism, ‘kingdom of God’ described a future, earthly kingdom in which God through Israel would rule over the nations. 
· In the gospel of Mark, however, ‘kingdom of God’ refers to a present, spiritual kingdom. 
· / / /

· In this message, ‘Kingdom of God’, refers to the reign, or the dominion of God in the hearts of all people. 
· It refers to the ruling of God, in our hearts.

· / / /
· Because the ‘kingdom of God’ or the ‘ruling of God’ is near

· One must get ready, one must be prepared, to be part of it?  
· But how?
· / / /

· Jesus said:

· 15b Turn away from your sins
(1) Repent – “Turn away from your sins
· One scholar suggests that, to “repent” is to turn away from an existing object of trust.

· You see – Christians are, to put their whole trust, in God.

· That is what ‘followers’ of Christ do

· They follow Jesus, because they trust Him.

· / / /

· But, when we put our trust in other things or people, we sin against God.

· / / /

· We often put our trust in ourselves, our abilities to achieve and be successful – and it’s ok to have some trust in our abilities, but when we trust ourselves more than we trust God, we sin, because we fail in our responsibility as God’s people, to put our trust in God.
· We often trust ‘money’ to satisfy our needs and bring us happiness, and money does some of that... 
· But when we put all our trust in money, as the primary source of satisfaction and happiness, we sin against God, who is the source of all goodness.

· The call to repent, is a call to ‘turn away from the current object of our trust.’
· A call to remove our trust from money, from wealth, from anything that ruins our relationship with our God. 

· / / /

· And it is often assumed, that this call to repent, comes to those in Church, to God’s people.

· To the faithful, the good ones.

· / / /

· But our reading tells us that:

· 16 As Jesus walked along the shore of Lake Galilee, he saw two fishermen, Simon and his brother Andrew, catching fish with a net.
· / / /

· Jesus chose to walk along the shore of Lake Galilee.

· He could have remained in Judea, and do ministry around Jerusalem where the elites, the priests, the scribes, the Pharisees and the ‘temple people’ were.

· But Jesus chose to walk along Galilee, which had a larger Gentile population, than Judea.
· He chose to walk in the places where people lived in darkness  

· He chose to walk where fishermen were at work

· / / /

· He chose to walk that way, that he may see and meet people living in the dark
· That they too may hear the call, repent, and follow him.

· Jesus comes, to where we are.

· / / /

· Some of us are here today, because God saw us and called us at work, at school, at the supermarket, and in other places.
· God calls people from all places.
· / / /

· When Jesus saw them, he said:

· 17 ...“Come with me, and I will teach you to catch people.”
· / / /

· John’s gospel revealed that they had had prior contact with John the Baptist. 

· That prior contact with John the Baptist, may have been their preparation for Jesus.

· / / /

· In our journey, God prepares us along the way, 

· Sometimes, by sending people to share Scripture with us

· Sometimes, by opening doors of opportunities for us, to think and consider God and his mercy and love.
· God prepares us for his calling, in different ways.
· / / /

· Some of us have been prepared from a young age

· Some, only in the past year

· / / /

· However much we are prepared in advance, there comes a time, when Jesus will call us personally, 
· And that calling may come through the minister, but not necessarily.

· It may come through other people and other situations

· And when that call comes – we must make a decision. 

· Jesus call us to repent – and to come with him.

· / / /

· Simon and Andrew had to decide, to leave all that they had, whether little or much, and follow Jesus. 

· / / /

· They “repent”

· They turned away from their existing object of trust – the net.

· / / /

· Which would have been their regular source of food
· It could have been their source of income as well.

· / / /

· With all the preparation they went through – now was the time for them to remove their trust from the ‘net’, the existing object of their trust.
· And they did.

· / / /
· 18b At once they left their nets and went with him.
· / / /
· The Gospel of Mark has this character of ‘urgency’

· The proclamation of the gospel must be done now, not later.

· And we see that in this verse.

· / / /

· Mark showed the ideal response to the command of Jesus

· ‘At once’ they left....and went with him.

· / / /

· It should be immediate, because people still living in the dark, need to hear the good news now....

· / / /

· As they left their nets, we see hints of the cost of discipleship

· Simon and Andrew obviously left a productive business.

· Their response to Jesus’ call, was prompt – therefore challenge us in our response.

· / / /

· What maybe holding you back, from following God?

· / / /

· 19 He went a little farther on and saw two other brothers, James and John, the sons of Zebedee. They were in their boat getting their nets ready.
· / / /

· Jesus continued along the lake, and he saw two other brothers: James and John.
· / / /

· They were getting their nets ready.
· They were obviously going fishing as well

· / / /

· 20 As soon as Jesus saw them, he called them; 
· / / /

· Again, the urgency of the need, to spread the gospel of Christ is revealed.
· Jesus called James and John, as soon as he saw them.

· / / /

· As followers of Christ, we must tread the gospel with urgency

· We need to lead people to Christ as soon as we can

· / / /

· We often hold back, because we are afraid of their response

· We often hold back, because we are embarrassed.

· We hold back from sharing the gospel, for all sorts of reasons

· / / /

· Jesus saw them, and called them immediately.
· / / /
· 20b they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and went with Jesus.
· / / /

· Following Jesus is costly and sometimes involves breaking up family ties.

· It sometimes means, leaving the support of family and loved ones behind.

· / / /

· Simon and Andrew did not leave their nets, they left their father.

· They turned away from the existing ‘object of their trust’ – Dad 

· / / /

· Their father, would have been their number one supporter
· They would have trusted their father for everything

· For wisdom and protection, to go fishing

· For support, love

· For financial needs, and more
· / / /

· But when Jesus called – they left the one object of their trust, to follow Jesus, trusting him in every way.

· It does not mean – abandon family ties

· Rather, it means moving our trust from families, from loved ones, to God.

· / / /

· / / /

· Jesus calls us today: 

· 15b ...“the Kingdom of God is near! Turn away from your sins and believe the Good News!”  

· / / /

· Once we turn away from the existing object of our trust,
· We must then, ‘believe the Good News!’

(2) Believe the Good News.

· / / /

· To “believe” is to commit oneself wholeheartedly to an object of faith. 

· To believe the good news, is to believe Jesus Himself as the Messiah, the Son of God. 
· Our faith must be complete and correct.

· / / /

· Some people agree that Jesus was a good man, a great preacher and a wonderful healer.

· But they fall short of acknowledging and believing that Jesus is the ‘Messiah’ and the ‘Son of God.’

· / / /

· It is only when one turns from his/her sins and completely and fully believes the Good News, that one can enter into and receive (as a gift) the ruling of God.

· / / /

· / / /

· When we turn from our sins and come to Jesus, believing in him as the Messiah, 
· Jesus promises to make us fishers or ‘catchers’ for the kingdom of God
· Jesus promises to make us draw others to God. 

· / / /

Conclusion:

· As most of us moved to New Zealand
· We learned to abide by the rules and regulations of our country.
· / / /

· The same applies in the Kingdom of God

· As we want to be part of the kingdom of God

· As we want God to rule in our lives

· We must turn from sins and believe the Good News of Jesus Christ
· / / /

· Following Jesus, is not easy.

· We know that in the lives of these 4 fishermen.

· At times, they failed – but that did not stop them

· They got up, and continued to follow

· / / /

· Our reading and listening to the Word of God and our consistent times in prayer, 

· will prepare us well, not only to respond to his call

· But to keep on following, regardless of our own weaknesses.  
· / / /

· Jesus continues to call us today:

· Turn away from your sins and believe the Good News!

· And “Come with me”

· / / /

· Let us pray
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